Word Struck!

o6 Feérmarlf, 2005

We have been under a smog alert the past few days and 1t s dofng nothing
for the atmosphere nor for the people (/'V/'hj wnderneath rt. And the color — the
Sk(/ rs prrk rn the tmorh/'r\y as 1T rs tn the sunmmer, and as the afterroon goes on,
the sun looks (rke 1t will burst forth, but doesn't. So rt Just turns a dull grey r'n
the late afternoon. All of this rn Feéruw\ry ~ one of the "coldest" months in the
winter (n Canada. But (t's becanse there rsn't the wind hecessary to blow out
the pollution from the smoke of wood stoves and frreplaces and /'ha'msfry
emissions. [t has been warm, up to 7 degrees Celsrus, which makes for S(ogj/hj

‘n the show.

Over the weekend, we were 2t W interlude rn Ottawa. Sa‘fmrdr\7 morh/'hj,
ér/'jl“f and earh/, we were at the free breaktast of hot chocolate and pancaKes,
and | dorn't know ¥ 1t was because of the chill in the arr or becanse we bhadrn't

eaten Ahyf/\/'r\j for a cowp(e of hours, but the pancaKes sure tasted jood and the
hot chocolate — the best | have ever had.

The breakfast was held at Festival Square in front of Ottawa C/"fy Hall
from [0:00 until noon, and 1t was well~attended. Prcnic tables were set 1o one
side, brushed off, and set proper so everyone could srt down and eh/'m/ therr
meal. There were drums everyw/\ere with frres tn them, and the smell was
wonderful. The c/"&/ was goﬁfr/'émf/'hj to the smog and it was nicel! The mayor

was 1lipping pancakes, and everyone there was enjoying themselves.

After the breakfast, we went across the street to Confederation Park rn the
Cr«,s‘fa( Garden to see the [ce Wall rn Honour of the Canadian Armed Forces
on the 60th Ahh/'verﬂ-\m/ of the end of the Second World W ar, but 1t was
covered (n wrap to protect 1t from the S‘frorxj sun, so we drd rnot see rT.
(Hopefm[(y thi's weekend we will see (t). But there were people there carving rce

blocks rnto statues and there was the orne block of rce Scm//)fmres all around the
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fountarn (n the park, and those were Pre‘f‘f:,. T/\e:/ had been /'mdjed the previous

evem’;—\j.

Next, we went to the Top of Lauwrier Brl'a’je to ook 2t the skaters on the
Ridean Canral, and 1t was pacKed. Tle cl"fy 3me$$ea’ there had been 60,000

skaters on about 5 miles of caral, and 1t was a beautiful S/'jkf to see them all

jo/;—\y vp and down the canal.

W interlude rs on in Ottawa for two more weekends, with next weekend all
abount Alberta and Saskatchewan who are ce(eén-\f/'hy therr 100 years I'h
Cancda. Also, there will be snow sculptures to see In Jacqmes' Cartrer Park rn

Gatrnean, a cl‘f«, across the river from Ottawa.

Sece you then!

OFf course, Canadlan 5enea(057, /\I'S‘fon/, and /\er/"fr\je r's strll fimportant to me,
and my columns on that subject can be read at

</\f‘f/> o/ et .7ehe¢-\(oyycr\hz\a’a com?.,
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